Local Agency Formation Commission
2222 Street
Merced, CA 95340
Phone (209) 385-7671 / Fax (209) 726-1710
www .lafcomerced.org
of Merced County

MINUTES FOR SPECIAL MEETING OF
SEPTEMBER 12, 2024

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION
MERCED COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Chairman Bertao called the special meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. in the Board
Chambers, 3™ Floor of the Merced County Administration Building.

L CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Il PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

il ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Commissioner Bertao (Chairman)
Commissioner Silveira (Vice Chair)
Commissioner Raymond

Commissioner Absent Commissioner Espinosa
Commissioner Hogue

Staff Present: Bill Nicholson, Executive Officer
Danielle Bettencourt, Recording Secretary

Iv. CONSENT CALENDAR
A. Approval of the minutes from the July 18 ,2024 meeting.

MOTION:M/S SILVEIRA — RAYMOND, AND CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 3 -
0, THE COMMISSION APPROVES THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
JULY 18, 2024.

V. ITIZEN MMUNICATION
Public comment opened 10:05 a.m.
None

Public comment closed 10:06 a.m.
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VL.

PUBLIC HEARINGS (Testimony limited to 5 minutes or less per person)

A

Virginia Smith Trust Annexation to the City of Merced (LAFCO File No. 0702)-The
proposal involves the annexation of the approximately 650-acre Virginia Smith Trust
property into the City of Merced, along with the full right-of-way of Lake Road west of
the property. The annexation territory is located on the east side of Lake Road, to the
north of the extension of Cardella Road, and immediately south of the UCMerced
Campus which was recently annexed intothe Merced City Limits.

The actions requested are to make an environmental determination that the
Commission has reviewed and considered the Focused Subsequent
Environmental Impact Report and Statement of Overriding Considerations for
the University Community Plan Update and VST Specific Plan, prepared by the
County of Merced and adopted by the City of Merced, and approve, deny or
modify the annexation and make CEQA determinations.

Executive Officer Bill Nicholson provided a presentation and summary of the
proposed annexation of the approximately 650-acre, Virginia Smith Trust property
into the City of Merced.

Public comment opened 10:28 a.m.

Ashley Marie Suarez, with Leadership Council, came forward for public comment
with concerns for lack of development and services in the South of Merced and the
new expansion going towards the North of Merced continues this trend of ignoring
the needs of the disadvantaged community in South Merced.

Stephen Peck, consultant to the Virginia Smith Trust (VST), came forward for public
comment and thanked LAFCO staff, City of Merced, and County staff for all their hard
work and asks the Commissioner’s to approve the annexation.

Scott McBride, City Manager for the City of Merced came forward for public comment
and also thanked staff and all parties involved for working on this long-time project.

Steve Tietjen, Merced County Superintendent of Schools and Virginia Smith Trust
Board, came forward for public comment and thanked LAFCO staff, City of Merced,
and also County staff on all the work that went into this project, and looks forward to
all the additional scholarships the VST will be able to serve to the community through
development of the property.

Public comment closed 10:40 a.m.

MOTION: M/S SILVEIRA-RAYMOND, AND CARRIED BY AVOTE OF 3 -0, THE
COMMISSION APPROVES THE FOUR ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATIONS
AND ACTIONS AS LISTED ON PAGE 9 AND 10 OF THE EXECUTIVE
OFFICER’'S REPORT FOR THE ANNEXATION, APPROVES THE 8
DETERMINATIONS AS LISTED ON PAGES 10 AND 11 OF THE EXECUTIVE
OFFICER’S REPORT, ASSIGN THE PROPOSED ANNEXATION THE
FOLLOWING SHORT FORM DESIGNATION: “VIRGINIA SMITH TRUST
ANNEXATION TO THE CITY OF MERCED” AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
CORTESE/KNOX/HERTZBERG LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION
ACT OF 2000, THE COMMISSION APPROVES THE ANNEXATION AS
DESCRIBED IN DOCUMENT A AND DESIGNATES AND AUTHORIZES LAFCO
STAFF TO COMPLETE THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE ANNEXATION
WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE, HEARING OR ELECTION.
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VIL.

VIIL.

IX.

GENERAL BUSINESS

A.

Correspondence on SB1209 (Cortese) regarding indemnification agreements;
and Issue of “Legacy” periodical provided by the California Farmland Trust.

Executive Officer Nicholson provided an overview of the letter sent to Governor
Newsome from Executive Officer Nicholson in support of SB 1209 (Cortese) sponsored
by CALAFCO. SB 1209 (Cortese) would amend the California Government Code to
authorize LAFCOs to enter indemnification agreements with applicant similar to the
power that cities and counties exercise.

Executive Officer Nicholson provided an overview of the “Legacy” newsletter published
by the California Farmland Trust, entitled “Summer 2024-20"" Anniversary Edition”
addressed to the LAFCO Commissioner’s.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

A.

Executive Officer oral update on upcoming applications, Municipal Service
Review Updates, and other business

Executive Officer Nicholson reported the October 19, 2024 meeting has been canceled
and there will not be a meeting held in November. Next meeting will be held December
12, 2024.

Commissioners Comments

None

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Chairman Bertao adjourned the meeting at 10:56 a.m.
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