Local Agency Formation Commission

2222 Street
Merced, CA 95340
g, Phone (209) 385-7671 / Fax (209) 726-1710

www.lafcomerced.org

of Merced County

MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF
JULY 18, 2024

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION
MERCED COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Chairman Bertao called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. in the Board Chambers, 37
Floor of the Merced County Administration Building.

I CALL MEETING TO ORDER
. L NCE

.  ROLL CALL
Commissioners Present: Commissioner Silveira (Vice Chair)
Commissioner Bertao (Vice Chairman)
Commissioner Hogue
Commissioner Raymond
Commissioner Llanez (Alternate- Non-Voting)
Commissioner McDaniel (Alternate-Voting)

Commissioner Absent Commissioner Espinosa
Staff Present: Bill Nicholson, Executive Officer

Malathy Subramanian, LAFCO Legal Counsel
Danielle Bettencourt, Recording Secretary

IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR

A. Approval of the minutes from the June 20 ,2024 meeting.

MOTION:  M/S SILVEIRA - LLANEZ, AND CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 5 -
0, THE COMMISSION APPROVES THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
JUNE 20, 2024.

V. CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
Public comment opened 10:03 a.m.
None

Public comment closed 10:03 a.m.
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Commissioner Brian Raymond joined the meeting 10:04 am, Alternate Commissioner Llanez
became a non-voting member.

VL. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Testimony limited to 5 minutes or less per person)

A.

UC Merced Annexation to the City of Merced (LAFCO File No. 0701) — The proposal
involves the annexation of the University of California, Merced Campus into the City of
Merced, along with a two-mile length of the Bellevue Road right-of-way which serves
as the physical connection with the current city limits located at “G” Street. The complete
annexation area including the campus and the roadway is approximately 1,140 acres.
The UC Merced Campus is located on the east side of Lake Road, to the north and
south of the intersection of Lake Road and Bellevue Road. The actions requested are
to make an environmental determination that the Commission has reviewed and
considered the “Addendum to the Merced Vision 2030 General Plan Program
Environmental Impact Report for the UC Merced Annexation Project” prepared
by the City of Merced, and approve, deny, or modify the annexation and make
CEQA determinations.

Executive Officer Bill Nicholson provided a presentation and summary of the
Executive Officer Report for the University of California, Merced Campus annexation
into the City of Merced.

Public comment opened 10:36 a.m.

Kim Espinosa, Planning manager for City of Merced, came forward for public
comment and thanked Executive Officer Bill Nicholson for his UC Merced Annexation
presentation and all staff for working on the project.

Scott McBride, City Manager of Merced, came forward for public comment and
acknowledged LAFCO Staff, City of Merced staff, and all partners that participated in
the project.

Max Middiyay, resident on Bellevue Road in Merced, came forward for public
comment with concerns of the heavy, high speed traffic flow down Bellevue Road and
accidents and would like to know what the City of Merced’s plans are to help slow
down traffic.

Daniel Okoli, with UC Merced, came forward for public comment in support of the
annexation of UC Merced into the City of Merced and thanked Executive Officer Bill
Nicholson for all his work on this project.

Stephen Peck, consultant to the Virginia Smith Trust (VST), came forward for public
comment and thanked LAFCO staff, City of Merced, and County staff for all their hard
work. The VST will follow this with annexation of their adjacent property.

Steve Teitjen, Merced County Superintendent of Schools, came forward for public
comment and thanked LAFCO staff, City of Merced, and also County staff on all the
work that went into this project.

Public comment closed 10:48 a.m.

MOTION: M/S SILVEIRA-MCDANIEL, AND CARRIED BY AVOTE OF 5- 0, THE
COMMISSION APPROVES THE ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING AND
DETERMINATION THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED
THE “ADDENDUM TO THE MERCED VISION 2030 GENERAL PLAN
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VII.

VIl

IX.

PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE UC MERCED
ANNEXATION PROJECT” PREPARED BY THE CITY OF MERCED IN 2022,
FOR THIS ANNEXATION. IN THE COMMISSION’S ROLE AS A RESPONSIBLE
AGENCY UNDER CEQA, THERE ARE NO MITIGATION MEASURES FOR THE
COMMISSION TO ADOPT OR MONITOR. THE COMMISSION APPROVES THE
10 ANNEXATION DETERMINATIONS AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
CORTESE KNOX HERTZBERG LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANZIATION
ACT OF 2000, THE COMMISSION APPROVES THE PROPOSED ANNEXATION
AS DESCRIBED IN DOCUMENT A AND AUTHORIZES LAFCO STAFF TO
COMPLETE THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE ANNEXATION, WITHOUT
NOTICE, HEARING, OR ELECTION SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING
CONDITION OF APPROVAL; THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER IS INSTRUCTED
NOT TO RECORD THE CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION UNTIL THE COUNTY
SURVEYOR HAS CONFIRMED THE MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION
ACCURATELY DESCRIBE THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ANNEXATION
TERRITORY WITH THE CORRESPONDING UPDATED ASSESSOR’S PARCEL
REFERENCES.

GENERAL BUSINESS

A.

EXE

A.

AD

Information on the upcoming CALAFCO Annual Conference, October 16 through 18,
2024, at the Tenaya Lodge, in Fish Camp adjacent to Yosemite National Park.

Executive Officer Nicholson announced the upcoming CALAFCO Annual Conference
is coming up in October and all Commissioner’s interested in attending should make
reservations as soon as possible to lock in hotel reservations.

Board of Directors Nominations, Appointment of Voting Delegate and Alternate for the
CALAFCO and to solicit nominations for a County Member if any Commissioners from
Merced LAFCo are interested in running for office.

Commissioner’s discussed the nomination for the voting delegate for the upcoming
CALAFCO conference in October.

MOTION: M/S SILVEIRA — MCDANIEL, AND CARRIED BY AVOTEOF 5- 0,
THE COMMISSION APPOINTS CHAIRMAN ROBERT BERTAO AS THE VOTING
DELEGATE FOR THE CALAFCO CONFERENCE.

IVE OFF COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENT

Executive Officer oral update on upcoming applications, Municipal Service
Review Updates, and other business

Executive Officer Nicholson reported the Virginia Smith Trust annexation application
will be brought to the LAFCO Commission at the upcoming September LAFCO meeting.

Vice Chairman Silveira requested a doodle poll be emailed out to all Commissioner’s to
determine availability to set meeting dates.

Commissioners Comments

None

RNMENT

There being no further business, Chairman Silveira adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m.
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